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Tips for Recognizing School Board Members
Arkansas School Board Member Recognition Month

January, 2012
· Ask community groups, such as the city council, Quorum Court or Chamber of Commerce, to adopt a resolution to thank school board members for their volunteer service.
· Seek local media coverage, including feature stories about school board members; long-term board members can provide an historical perspective, and new board members can emphasize what they are learning about the district’s successes and challenges.

· Host a reception or dinner for board members, community leaders and school staff.

· Produce bookmarks that feature school board members’ names, photos and meeting times and dates; distribute these to students and parents.

· Feature school board accomplishments on bulletin boards.

· Use school marquees to display appreciation messages during Arkansas School Board Member Recognition Month.

· Hold a slogan contest and let students come up with creative phrases about their school board.

· Publicize Arkansas School Board Member Recognition Month in parent newsletters.

· Add information to district and school websites about Arkansas School Board Member Recognition Month and encourage visitors to express appreciation to board members.

· Donate a book to the school library and dedicate the book to board members by inscribing the inside cover with board members’ names and dates of service.

· Ask local businesses to post messages and banners throughout the community to recognize school board members.

· Encourage classes to “adopt” a board member and send cards or other notes of appreciation.

· Arrange for a student choir to sing at a board meeting, and dedicate their performance to board members.

· Request that local civic clubs feature a presentation on school board service, explaining board members’ roles and responsibilities.

· Arrange to have a board member be a guest lecturer in a civics class to discuss their role.
· Recognize school board members with a half-time introduction at an athletic event, such as a basketball game.

· Let students present board members with certificates of appreciation at a board meeting.

· Encourage the PTA or PTO to participate in board recognition activities.

· Present each board member with a plant grown by horticulture or biology students.

· Write to board members' employers, thanking them for allowing board member the time for board service.
· Sponsor a student poster or essay contest to thank school board members for their dedication and hard work; display the results in local banks, post offices or libraries.
