Bt his study
rogram help?

Good communication is essential to

finding solutions that work. Study circles
promote good communication by:

o Building trust and connections be-
tween the school, home, and commu-
nity.

o Helping families and educators respect
each other and listen to different ideas.

o Deepening our understanding of why
students do, or do not succeed in
school.

o Sharing concerns and ideas, finding
common ground, and looking for ways
to make things better.

Whether your school is struggling or a
success story, these elements can help im-
prove your community’s schools as well
as schools all across Arkansas.

Praise for Building Partnerships

with Schools and Families

Parents inherently want what is good for
their children but often they don’t know
what to do to make their child have a good
experience at school. Schools must reach
out to parents and parents must respond so
that children can succeed with the consis-
tent guidance of the most influential people
in their lives, their parents and teachers.
When parents and teachers become teach-
ing partners then a child will achieve aca-

demic success!

- Amy Rossi, Executive Director
Advocates for Children & Families

Do yvyou want to be part of

the action?
erested in having study

r community, contact
dy Circles Project at
212 or (501) 372-1415 or

@arsba.org

ing Partnerships
with
Is and Families

Schools & Families
Working Together to Help
Every Student Succeed

A guide for public dialogue & problem solving.

A program of the Arkansas Study Circles Project.
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Partnershipé between schools
and families can }fﬁake all the difference
in a child’s educ;'éltional success. This has
been shown ovér and over in research
during the past thirty years. When edu-
cators and fami‘lies support each other at
home and at scﬁool, children from all
backgrounds Wii\]\ achieve more and
schools will perf(;\r{n better. This discus-
sion is designed to ﬁglp schools, commu-
nity members, and families explore the
meaning of family involv\e&e\nt and de-
velop action steps to build strgﬁger\ part-

nerships.

Circles on Building
hips with Schools and
Families

What are Study Circles? \
Study Circles: \

are groups of 8-12 people who meet multiple
times to discuss a critical issue facing their
community, school district or school.

bring people from many viewpoints and back-
grounds together for honest and helpful talks.

give people a chance to build trust and find
common ground for solutions and action.

build on good work that is happening already. /’5

/
/

are organized by a diverse working group of /

people within the community. /

/

are guided by a neutral facilitator, recorde/vénd

a discussion guide. /

//

What does this gu/i}ie/(;ffer?
In addition to four discussions sessions

—written in clear, simple language, the guide

for this discussion also offers:

tips for study circle facilitators and recorders.
tips for study circle participants.

pointers on how to move from dialogue to
action.

resources for further discussion and action.

The Discussion Topics:

o

What Does Family Involvement
Mean to Each of Us?

o Explore family involvement from a
personal perspective.

e Explore National Family Involve-
ment Standards.

2. Why Are So Many Families Not In-
volved in Our Schools

o Explore different views on how
schools and families relate to each
other and what they think their roles
and responsibilities should be in the
education of their children.

3. Picture a Community Where All
Schools and Families Are Partners
in Helping All Students Do Their
Best

e Explore how a school looks if all
families are involved in their chil-
dren’s education.

e Explore the definition of family
involvement.

4. Making a Difference: What Specific
Actions Do We Want to Take?

e Explore and prioritize specific ac-
tion ideas for building partnerships
between schools and families.
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